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Election Security in the Digital Age 

(9:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m.) 
 

Welcome 

Ann Cotten 

Director, Schaefer Center for Public Policy 

 

Roger Hartley 

Dean, College of Public Affairs 

 

Opening Plenary: The Changing Landscape of Election Security 

 
David Becker 

Executive Director and Founder, Center for Election Innovation & Research  

 

Securing Election Infrastructure: A Look at Potential Threats and Responses 

 

Panelists 

 

Nikki Charlson 

Deputy Administrator, Maryland State Board of Elections 

 

John Willis 

 Executive-in-Residence, University of Baltimore College of Public Affairs  

 

Social Media and Election Integrity: The Influence of Foreign Actors 

 

Panelists 

 

Nina Jankowicz 

Wilson Center Global Fellow, Kennan Institute   

 

Melissa Hooper 

Director of Human Rights and Civil Society, Human Rights First 

 

Closing Plenary 

 
David Becker 

Executive Director and Founder, Center for Election Innovation & Research  

 

 

 

About the Schaefer Center  
 

History   
Established April 1985, the Center was named in honor of then-Mayor William Don-
ald Schaefer, a University of Baltimore School of Law alumnus, in recognition of his           
outstanding leadership and dedicated public service. His public service at both the 
state and local levels spanned more than 50 years.  

 

Mission 
The Schaefer Center is the public service and applied research arm of the University 
of Baltimore’s College of Public Affairs. In all its endeavors, the Center’s mission is to 
apply the knowledge and skills of the University community to real-world problems 
and produce tangible, useable results as a product of its research, technical assis-
tance, and professional development projects. 

 

The Center provides unbiased, non-partisan research to help leaders and policy mak-
ers in the public and nonprofit sectors of the Baltimore metropolitan area, Mary-
land, and beyond to better manage resources and programs. The Center enhances 
the capability of Maryland’s public sector workforce through professional develop-
ment and training programs. It provides opportunities for faculty members to en-
gage in real-world research, better serve the community, enhance their classroom 
instruction, and share what they learn with the broader academic community 
through scholarly publications and conferences. The Center provides graduate stu-
dents with opportunities to gain experience solving real-world problems for clients 
that expand their learning outside of the classroom and allows them to apply what 
they learn in the classroom to          real-world challenges. Finally, the Center informs 
the public and policy makers about     important issues of the day through self-
directed policy research and conferences. 

 

Services 

The Schaefer Center provides program evaluation, policy analysis, management con-
sulting, strategic planning, survey research, and professional development services 
primarily to state and local government and nonprofit organizations in Maryland. 
Since its creation thirty years ago, the Center has completed hundreds of research 
and    consulting projects for its clients, including internal clients at the University 
and all levels of government- from state and local agencies to the federal govern-
ment.  

 

Donations to the Schaefer Center support the Center’s work including independently 
funded policy research, polling, conferences, and public forums. 

 
 



About William Donald Schaefer 

 

Governor William Donald Schaefer is most well-known 

for serving as Mayor of Baltimore from 1971 to 1987,           

Governor of Maryland from 1987 to 1995, and Comptrol-

ler of Maryland from 1999 to 2007. He was a champion of 

multiple major projects that transformed Baltimore,       

including Harborplace, Camden Yards, the National 

Aquarium, the Convention Center, and the light rail. He 

won immense and enduring popularity among voters for 

his blunt talk, “Do It Now” personality, and passionate 

dedication to  public service. Throughout his career, he 

was a tireless   promoter of Baltimore. It was during his 

years as Mayor of Baltimore that "Do It Now" became the catchphrase for his ap-

proach to governing. He was famous for driving through the city’s streets,          

inspecting public trash cans, streets, sidewalks, and curbs to make sure city em-

ployees made repairs and cleaned up debris.  

He transcended political party and held to a fundamental belief that government 

can be a positive force in people's lives. Philosophically, he defied classification — 

except as an unrelenting advocate of the real people who were affected by govern-

ment   policies. Schaefer’s mark on the profile of Baltimore was recognized with a 

statue at the Inner Harbor — his signature achievement — unveiled on his 88th 

birthday, November 2, 2009.  

The William Donald Schaefer Award 

Annually, the Schaefer Center for Public Policy presents the William Donald 

Schaefer Award to a public official who embodies William Donald Schaefer’s spirit 

of caring and commitment to the people of Baltimore and Maryland. Previous re-

cipients of the award were Maryland Congressman Elijah Cummings (2015), Dr. 

Nancy Grasmick (2016), former Maryland State Superintendent of Schools, and 

The Honorable Carolyn Colvin (2017), Past Acting Commissioner of the Social Secu-

rity Administration.  

 

 

About the Speakers 

David Becker is the Executive Director and Founder of the Center for Election In-
novation & Research, a nonprofit that improves election administration through 
research, data, and technology. Previously, David served as the Director of the Elec-
tions Program at The Pew Charitable Trusts and served for seven years as a senior 
trial attorney in the Voting Section of the Department of Justice’s Civil Rights Divi-
sion. David is a graduate of the University of California, Berkeley.  

Nikki Charlson is Deputy Administrator for the Board of Elections of Maryland and 
member of the U.S. Election Assistance Commission. Nikki has been involved with 
the implementation of the Help America Vote Act of 2002, overseeing the imple-
mentation of a new voting system in Maryland. Nikki helped develop and imple-
ment Maryland’s first comprehensive post-election audit and oversaw the develop-
ment and implementation of the Maryland State Board of Elections’ suite of accessi-
ble online services, including online voter registration and online ballot delivery. 
Nikki is a graduate of the University of Baltimore School of Law.  

John T. Willis is an Executive-in-Residence with the University of Baltimore College 
of Public Affairs. John served as Secretary of State of Maryland (1995-2003). He was 
deeply involved at the state and national levels in election reform issues. He chaired 
Maryland's Special Committee on Voting Systems and Election Procedures, which 
led to landmark legislation and implementation of election reform measures in 
2001. He also served on the Commission to Revise the Election Code, which mod-
ernized and re-codified Maryland's election laws. John is a graduate of Bucknell Uni-
versity and Harvard Law School.  

Nina Jankowicz is a Global Fellow at the Kennan Institute currently working on a 
book about the evolution of modern Russian influence campaigns in Eastern Eu-
rope. Her work has been published by The New York Times, The Washington Post, 
Foreign Policy, Project Syndicate, The Wilson Quarterly, and others. She is a fre-
quent commentator on disinformation, as well as Russian and Eastern European 
affairs. Nina has managed democracy assistance programs to Russia and Belarus at 
the National Democratic Institute for International Affairs. Nina is a graduate of 
Georgetown University and  Bryn Mawr College. She speaks Russian, Polish, and 
Ukrainian. She was a member of the 2015-2016 class of Rising Experts at the Wash-
ington, DC-based Center on Global Interests and a 2017 Foreign Policy Interrupted 
Fellow. 

Melissa Hooper is the  Director of Human Rights and Civil Society program at Hu-
man Rights First. Melissa’s research focuses on Russia’s foreign policy strategies 
influencing and undermining democratic institutions and the intersection between 
these strategies and anti-democratic trends in neighboring countries, most recently 
in Central Europe. She has undertaken extensive research and work experience in 
Russia, Ukraine, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, and Uzbekistan. Melissa is a member of the 
Yale Law School's working group on protecting democracy and the Council on For-
eign Relations Working Group on Disinformation. Melissa is a graduate of the Uni-
versity of California, Santa Cruz and University of California, Berkley—School of Law. 



 

William Donald Schaefer Award Luncheon 

Lunch  

  (12:30—1:00 p.m.) 

 

Dessert & Coffee 

  (1:00—2:00 p.m.) 

 

Welcome & Overview of Schaefer Center’s 2018 Accomplishments 

Ann Cotten  

Director, Schaefer Center for Public Policy 

 

Introduction of Keynote Speaker 

Roger Hartley 

Dean, College of Public Affairs  

 

Keynote Address 

The Honorable John P. Sarbanes 

U.S. House of Representatives, Maryland - District 3   

 

Presentation of the William Donald Schaefer Award 

Kurt L. Schmoke 

President, University of Baltimore 

 

The Honorable Paul S. Sarbanes 

U.S. Senate, Maryland (1997—2007)  

2018 William Donald Schaefer Award Recipient 

 

 

Closing Remarks 
 

 

 

 

 

The Honorable John P. Sarbanes 
U.S. House of Representatives, Maryland - District 3   

 
Congressman John Sarbanes has represented Maryland’s 
Third Congressional District in the U.S. Congress since 2007. 
He currently serves on the House Committee on Energy and 
Commerce, in addition to the Subcommittee on Health and 
the Subcommittee on Energy and Power. Congressman Sar-
banes also serves on the House Oversight and Government 
Reform Committee and its Subcommittee on National Securi-
ty. Since 2017, he has chaired the Democracy Reform Task 
Force, a bold effort in the House of Representatives to build a 

government that puts public interest ahead of special interests. 

 

Born and raised in Baltimore, Congressman Sarbanes has experience working in the 
private, public, and nonprofit sectors. He and his family live in Towson. 

 

The Honorable Paul S. Sarbanes,  
U.S. Senate, Maryland (1977 – 2007)  

2018 William Donald Schaefer Award Recipient 
 

Senator Paul S. Sarbanes was the longest-serving Senator in  

Maryland history when he retired after five full terms in 2007. 
He was, at various times, Chairman of the Committee on Bank-
ing Housing and Urban Affairs and of the Joint Economic Com-
mittee and a senior member of the Foreign Relations Com-
mittee. When President George W. Bush signed the 2002 Sar-
banes-Oxley Act, reforming the regulation of financial reporting 
for United States public companies, he referred to it as “the 
most far-reaching reform of American business practices since 

the time of Franklin Delano Roosevelt.” In recognition of his work on the Sarbanes-
Oxley Act, Senator Sarbanes received the prestigious Paul H. Douglas Ethics in Gov-
ernment Award from the University of Illinois in 2003. 
 

Prior to his election to the U.S. Senate, Paul Sarbanes served three terms in the U.S. 
House of Representatives. Paul Sarbanes also served in the Maryland House of Dele-
gates representing Baltimore City.  

 

Born and raised in Salisbury, Maryland, Paul Sarbanes is a graduate of Princeton and 
Harvard Law School and was a Rhodes Scholar at Oxford University.    


